They would have liked to say "Michurinists," but they
also wanted to drive a wedge between Michurin and Lysenko
on the lines of the ancient motto: "divide and ..."
One day (this was in 1936) Lysenko, rebutting this charge.,
said in his characteristically picturesque language in which
the humour of the Ukrainian people is peculiarly reflected:
" If a man denies bits of temperature, does that mean that
he denies the existence of temperature?"
Lysenko   says:
"I am not a lover of debating for debating;s sake on
theoretical questions. I enter into debate" ("and into heated
debate/' he takes care to add), "only when I see that in order
to carry out certain practical tasks it is necessary for me to
remove obstacles in the path of my scientific activities."
He never forgets that these "practical tasks" are: bread
for the country., food for the millions. How can one crack
jokes and stand on ceremony when this is being grappled
with? "Ivan Petrovich is studying a certain problem and is
arriving at a very interesting conclusion; but I hold a differ-
ent opinion, ..." says Lysenko, mockingly impersonating
an "opponent" in an academically polite debate.
He likes common sense, by which the wisdom of the com-
mon people is guided. With a sly smile he says: "We know
that in science we cannot always be guided by common sense,
but it is not wise to go against common sense; if you do,
you will lose your own common sense."
He speaks with withering scorn of the Morganists who
assert that "heredity" lies in the organism's body, but it
is not itself a body; and that "the entire organism, down to
its last molecule, that is to say, its entire phenotype, can be
altered, but the genotype <the very same organism) remains
entirely unaltered!"
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